Spanish and French stop-liquid (SL) clusters display an asymmetric pattern of simplification conditioned by liquid type and stop voicing. A recent study (Colantoni & Steele, to appear) has shown that stop-rhotic clusters are variably broken up by an epenthetic vowel in both languages, whereas stop-lateral clusters are not. Moreover, voicing-based asymmetries are observed in stop-rhotic clusters. In Spanish, the epenthetic vowel is significantly longer when preceded by a voiced stop; in French, epenthesis is restricted to this environment. Indeed, when preceded by a voiceless stop, devoicing of the rhotic ensues leading to affrication in dorsal clusters. In summary, SL clusters can be simplified either via assimilation or dissimilation. What remains to be understood is what determines the strategy selected including the role played by voicing.
